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support the Collection. The state of the MWWC is good. We have set 
and maintained a strong pace, and found a good balance among all of 
our activities — and we are always tinkering with that balance. 
Roughly, the balance is between the necessary operations of record-
keeping, materials processing, and acquisition-oriented activities (the 
“intake”) and the “outreach”: public activities, teaching activities, 
lectures, and more.  
 
These activities fuel the quantity and quality of the materials we 
collect and bring new opportunities for publicity. With the correct 
fuel mix of exciting new materials and literary and scholarly 
contributions, the engine runs smoothly. The following is a synopsis 
of the MWWC activities over the past two years since the previous 
report. 
 
Public and Academic Activities 
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Research and Teaching Activities 
 
Accessibility 
Accessibility of Collection materials is crucial for efficient research: a 
primary function of the Curator and technical services librarians is to 
enhance accessibility to the materials through the library online 
catalog and manuscript listings, which are available both on the 
MWWC website and in paper form in the Collection. The listings 
correspond exactly with the sequential arrangement of the manuscript 
materials for efficient retrieval. The work of processing new 
collections is ongoing, as new collections are processed as units or 
interfiled with existing ones. The Curator fulfills many preliminary 
research requests via email, telephone, and fax, and through the mail; 
researchers with in-depth research needs work together with the 















































Margaret Jane Mussey Sweat 

























































































































































































Volunteer work by Carol Farley Kessler, PhD: Dr. Kessler, a native of 
Portland, is Professor Emerita of English, American Studies, and 
Women’s Studies at Pennsylvania State University’s Delaware 
County Campus. We are extremely fortunate that she returned to 
Portland upon retirement and is enthusiastic about contributing her 
time, expertise, and insight to the Collection. A member of the 
MWWC Advisory Committee, Dr. Kessler has written substantial 
background/biographical notes and scope & content notes on Fanny 
Fern, Harriet Prescott Spofford, and Perdita Huston. She intends to 
continue this valuable work for the Collection in the future. She is an 
excellent scholarly advisor, and actively participates in Collection 
activities, including serving on the planning committee for the 2006 
academic conference. 
 
In conclusion, the staff of the Collection strives for excellence and  
the opportunity to serve its patrons — the primary focus of the work.  
The Collection is on a solid, visible, logical track as the UNE 
administration so beautifully fulfills its mandate to steward the  
Healy Endowment. 
 
Among goals for the next two years are:  
• To review and “clean up” the collections management 
database 
• To process all the new material received and some 
longstanding backlog 
• To partner with other literary venues for the best possible 
audiences for speakers 
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